
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. IV 

Source: Jay E. Adams,  
Handbook of Church Discipline, p. 27  
  

Here is a pictorial presentation of the process  
of discipline laid out in Mt 18:15-17 which 
reads as follows: 
15

 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his  
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,  
you have gained your brother. 

16
 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
 charge may be established by the evidence of two or  
three witnesses. 

17
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it  

to the church. And if he  refuses to listen even to the  
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
  

Mt 18: 15 -17 shows us the escalating  
process of church discipline. The first step is in verse 15 which requires us to go to 
our sinning brother alone.  The second states that we are to go to him with one or two 
others.  The final step involves taking the matter to the church,  first to and through the 
elders and then, to the entire body.  Today, our focus is on step 2 in the diagram: a one-
on-one visit to a brother who has sinned against us.  The Scripture says “If your brother 
sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to 
you, you have gained your brother.”  A  few observations are offered:  
In the first place,  this is part of the informal process of discipline.  A brother has 
wronged us and the Lord Jesus Christ requires us to go, that is, to make a concerted 
effort to speak with him privately.  Note that this is not a polite request or a benign 
option.  It is a command denoting our Lord’s serious attitude regarding the presence of 
healthy, loving and significant relationships within his body.  
This is the most affable setting of the entire church discipline process and may 
include such possibilities as the brother’s unawareness of  the event (s); he regards his 
actions as insignificant;  he doesn’t view his deeds as sinful;  and so on.  Therefore, the 
word “tell” is very instructive.  It does not simply mean to relay or to remind him of his 
fault but rather,  to show or convict him that he has committed a sin and to challenge 
him to repent.  In Heb 12:5 it is rendered reproof : “.. My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him.”  Thus, the purpose of this 
private visit is very pointed: to confront lovingly our sinning brother by bringing his 
sin to light in order that he might recognize it, repent of it, and be restored to you.   
There’s no guarantee that our brother would readily acknowledge and confess his sin.  
The process may involve some discussion and disputation – such are implied in the 
word tell– in other words,there may be some initial disagreement, defensiveness and 
even denial on his part.  For this reason our Lord Jesus Christ issues the condition,“If he 
listens to you.”   Yet, should this be the case, that is to say, if  he does agree with our 
assessment, repents and seeks our forgiveness, then we have gained a brother , i.e., 
reclaimed a brother for the kingdom by re-establishing  unity and reaffirming the bond of 
peace.   Most cases are settled at this level. 
  
   


